
1 

 

 

 

 
Address by the Sedibeng District Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr. 
Mahole Simon Mofokeng on the occasion of Welcoming of the Walk 

for Hope Team from Bloemfontein, held in Sebokeng Zone 7 on 
Friday, the 15th October 2010, in Sedibeng. 

 

Programme Director; 

SABE Productions & the Team; 

Our Distinguished Guests; 

Councillors present; 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Programme Director, it was exactly on the 4th of October 2010 when we 

bid this Team farewell as they embarked on their journey to Bloemfontein 

and today is the 15th October 2010 and are welcoming them back. 

 

You have made it…we have made it…the young people of Sebokeng and 

the people of Sedibeng in general have made it. This is what many of us 

are saying on your arrival, some of us who knew that you would surely 

make it. 
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I take this opportunity to invite all of you, the beloved people of Sedibeng 

and Gauteng to join me as I on your behalf welcome these young people 

back home, in Sebokeng after their long and surely a worthwhile journey 

that they took in pursuit for funding towards the realization of the filming of 

“Sebokeng”,  putting into live the fateful events during the Sebokeng 

Massacre also known as the Nangalembe Massacre that took place here 

in Sebokeng on the 12 January 1992. 

 

You have made us all proud. You have shown that we can surely do it on 

own if we commit and dedicate our precious time and other resources to 

it. The young people of Sebokeng are proud of you. All of us are proud of 

you. 

 

You have indeed told the entire country and the world that Sedibeng is 

ready to take the centre stage in the history of this country as it has done 

in the past. We thank and applaud you for that. 

 

You have not only touched our lives in Sedibeng but the lives of those you 

met on your way to Bloemfontein and the young people you interacted 

with during your social responsibility projects. You are indeed a symbol of 

inspiration already to all of us. 
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You have surely built partnership links in the build of the making of this 

film. The walk that you have just undertaken has indeed made sure that 

our communities are involved in your campaign.  

 

I must indeed say that, you boosted our work as the Sedibeng District 

Municipality in instilling pride of our historic events in our people and most 

importantly in other communities outside the Sedibeng Municipal area. 

 

We have as the Sedibeng District Municipality taken a resolution that we 

will do all which is possible and were applicable go the extra mile in 

ensuring that we preserve of history in Sedibeng and support the victims 

and survivors of the massacres that took place within Sedibeng. 

 

I had surely wished to have joined you but due to other commitments, I 

could not. I hope and trust you will accept sincere regret that I could but 

through my Office, I have always been there. 

 

Seeing that I could not be with you for the period that I wished to be with 

you, I then resorted to sending smses, pledging my support to the course. 

I hope you the smses which came from my number, taking it for granted 

that know my number. 

 

Ke ne ke di tswibila ho tswa Durban moo ke neng ke le teng. The number 

again for those who may have forgotten: you sms WALK to 36936. 



4 

 

We are once again welcoming you from the befitting and historically 

correct place, the plague that marks the Nangalembe Massacre where 45 

community members were shot and killed by vigilantes who had come to 

bury their fallen hero, Chris Nangalembe. 

 

Your footsteps from Sedibeng through Free State province will go a long 

in our history. You have left a mark that would not be easily erased by any 

matter. Our generations to come we find it relevant and interesting that 

young people from Sebokeng did it for themselves. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to once again call on all our communities, the 

private sector to throw their support behind this project. The history of 

Sebokeng has and will be told. We cannot hope that it will be passed by 

word of mouth alone.  

 

Our programme of Imbawula Story-Telling while capturing a cultural 

practice that gave our communities character in the past, may not be 

enough.  

 

We need a film to capture the essence of Sebokeng in particular and 

Sedibeng in general for future generations. The rich history and heritage 

of Sedibeng is bound to the history of the liberation of this country. 
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To Sabe Productions and the young women & men who participated in 

this historic WALK, Charles Khuele, Kabelo Ndaba, Ivy Tshabalala, Pula 

Sitime, Thabang Modibedi, Tsatsi Tseke, Lorraine Mbongo, Anne Boda, 

Mpho Tau, Elliot Mbatha, and Sello Mohale, I know that I speak on behalf 

of the entire community of Sedibeng when I say “Welcome back”, you 

have done your part, you have surely made us proud. 

 

Let me as well convey my sincere appreciation to your families and 

friends who let you take this walk and thereby not be with you for the 

entire period. To all others who inconsistently participated in the WALK, I 

say well done. 

 

Today we are proud to say that our footprint as Sedibeng has been 

boosted in the communities of Parys, Kroonstad, Ventersburg, Wynburg 

and Bloemfontein itself. All this is because of your strength and bravery. 

 

To everybody and all organisations that participated in ensuring the 

success of this WALK, the members of the community who smsed, 

followed you all the way, we thank you a lot. Keep smsing….! 

 

Ke a leboha!    


